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In spite of adversity and limited opportunities, African Americans have played a significant role 
in U.S. military history over the past 300 years. They were denied military leadership roles 
and skilled training because many believed they lacked 
qualifications for combat duty. Before 1940, African 
Americans were barred from flying for the U.S. military. 
Civil rights organizations and the black press exerted 
pressure that resulted in the formation of an all African-
American pursuit squadron based in Tuskegee, Alabama, 
in 1941.

They became known as the Tuskegee Airmen.

Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. (TAI) is a nonprofit organization with 55 chapters nationwide.

A Special Conference Bonus

Thanks to our Partners and Sponsors: Chanel 4’s Neighbors 4 Neighbors, The NonProfit Times, Chronicle of 
Philanthropy, First Nonprofit Insurance Company, First Nonprofit Companies Unemployment Saving, Vantive 
Credit Card Processing, My Office Products, Tomic Public Relations, Ciudad Weston Newspaper, Sabia Partners, 
NewCom, NewOrg, Public Interest Computer Technology, Miami-Dade County Division of Cultural Affairs 
Miami Dade Convention and Visitors Bureau. Broward Convention and Visitors Bureau, Daytona Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, Clearwater/St. Pete Convention & Visitors Bureau, AmeriCorps, AFLAC, IDEAS, Center for 
Medicaid & Medicare Services, Deauville Beach Resort and Conference Center, National Community Stabilization 
Trust, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, FDIC-Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, National 
Community Stabilization Trust, The Joseph H. and Florence A. Roblee Foundation, TriNet HR Corporation, 
Wallace Welsh and Willingham Insurance, Arts and Business Council of Miami, Arts and Business Council of 
Broward, Children’s Services Council of Broward, Miami Dade College, Nonprofit Housing Roundtable, Sant La: 
Haitian Neighborhood Center, The Children’s Trust, Broward College, Nova Southeastern University, Volunteer 
Florida, Neighborhood Housing Foundation, Children’s Services Council Broward, Affiliated Healthcare Centers, 
Mark’s Copy Advertising & Promotion, Broward College, Avatar Company, Zahniser and Associates, The Lady 
Speaks, HOSPICE Innovative Care. And a special thank you to: Dr. Barry N. Burak, Naomi L. Wright, Bob 
Kovacevich, Maria Hidalgo Diaz, Alyce V. Zahniser, Naomi L. Wright, Marina Pavlov, Marcia Cardy-Grayson, 
Albert Cartenuto, III, Jimmy Searle, Oscar Hernandez, Patti Rodriguez, Mark Goldberg, Patrick Murphy, Charlotte 
Tomic, Dr. David Newman, Winnie Tang, Norva Carrington, Susana Clancy, Paule Jacque, Maria Chavez, Jane 
Duff, Steven Liebeskind, Sylvia Palacio, Cornelia Dozier, David Pilkington, Jorie Rose, Janet Lopez, Bert Oliva, 
Todd Patton, Alexa Lafaurie.
 

Each year, nominations for the Lawton’s Heart Humanitarian Award 
have featured outstanding community members who have put others 
before themselves in lifetimes of work they have accomplished and 
made a significant contribution to making Florida a better place to live. 
The award, named for Governor Lawton Chiles, because of his 
tremendous effort in recognizing the nonprofit sector as a 

vital force, is to be presented during FANO’s Annual Conference.
FANO has been presenting awards since 1993, following 1992’s 
Hurricane Andrew, to acknowledge the help given by the nonprofit 
sector in the aftermath of the disaster. In 1999, the award was 
changed and renamed the Lawton’s Heart Humanitarian Award. The 
first recipient, posthumously presented, was Governor Lawton Chiles 
and accepted by his wife Mrs. Rhea Chiles.

Lawton’s Heart
Humanitarian Award 2012

In recent years, the award has been presented to:

Dr. Barth Green, University of Miami Miller School of Medicine, in recognition for his global influence 
to cure paralysis and his selfless call to Haiti, where he set up a hospital within 18 hours of the devastating 
earthquake in 2010. 

Dr. Rachel Fornes, founder and president of Home At Last Adoption Agency in Cocoa Beach who has 
systemically changed the lives of children and families by assuring “forever homes” globally. Internationally 
renowned musician Nestor Torres, the Nestor Torres Foundation, who inspires and empowers social and 
cultural change through music, dialogue and education via global inner city youth programs. 

The 2012 award will be presented to Tuskegee Airman Dr. Charles J. Flowers for a lifetime 
 dedicated to the betterment of our society, and advocacy for the community. A national hero,  
 Captain Flowers is a co-founder of the Tuskegee Airman Foundation. The Tuskegee airmen, all 

African-Americans from Tuskegee, Alabama went into the Army Air Corp after President  
 Roosevelt and First Lady, Eleanor, set out to prove that African- Americans were indeed  

  intelligent enough to operate sophisticated combat aircraft. Dr. Flowers began the first 
African- American- owned airline east of the Mississippi called African Express Airlines.

Former Award winners
Dr. Rachel Formes & Nestor Torres

2012 Award Winner
Captain Charles Flowers, USAF, Ret. A team of motivational experts will present parallel, real life adventures throughout the 11 

certificate classes, headed up by Bert Oliva, President and CEO of BOWA WORLD. Starting 

on Sunday, motivational activities are woven into the main curriculum, actively capturing 

your physical, emotional, logical and spiritual side. Activities include: Becoming Fearless, 

Taking a Power Journey, Body Talk & Language, Life by Design, and Goals & Selling. This 

year’s certificate intensive promises that you will experience a renewed “taking control of 

your life” along with your collection of new tools and skills mastered with the completion 

of the Sunshine Certificate. Certificate registration includes 4 days, Sunday thru Wednesday, 

and includes all conference activities (Pre, Post and Main). Be sure to register separately.  

Limited Scholarships are available.

Deauville Beach Resort and 
Conference Center

A block of rooms is being held by this historical oceanfront hotel in Miami 
Beach, that played host to the infamous 1964 Ed Sullivan Show which featured 
the Beatles in a live broadcast. With budget cuts in mind conference participants 
can benefit from the FANO negotiated $105 per night rate.  Please make 
your reservations before July 15 by calling 800.327.6656 or through FANO 
305.557.1764. Florida Sales Tax Exemption Certificates will be honored.




